A number of families entered the UK National Reading Competition in June  2009 representing the Dacorum Chinese School. Below are the thoughts and impressions of some of the families who participated.  

This was the second time our daughters (aged 5 & 7) have entered the competition and once again they enjoyed the experience tremendously.  They did lots of practising beforehand on Saturdays at Chinese School and were very excited when we got to the venue in London.  When they performed their pieces on stage they spoke very clearly and felt very proud of themselves and the fact that they were representing their school.  They were delighted to receive the certificates and have shown them to all our friends and to their teachers at school.

Participating in the competition was a great experience for us as a family. The event was very well organised and we are already looking forward to next year.  
It was a successfully well organised event. The day was broken up into different segments to minimise the waiting time for all participants which helped enormously with the younger children. The programme was efficiently run, there was no gap between performances. The computerised white board display which showed the words of the entrant’s piece added interest to the performance.

It was an eye opener to see that such a varied and diverse group of people, both young and old, Chinese or otherwise having such a love for Mandarin. Some outstanding performances were so amazing that with eyes closed, you would not know it was not a native Chinese. It is heartening to know that with dedication, such achievement is possible. Lianna has enjoyed herself tremendously.

We all enjoyed taking part in the UKAPCE Mandarin Reading competition once again. This year Rachel (age 7) was delighted to be joined by her sister Sarah (age 5) up on the stage as they proudly represented Dacorum Chinese School Association with their rendition of Xiao Mao Mi Mi. The children enjoyed the atmosphere and I think it was particularly good for them to see other groups of children taking part. They both enthusiastically took their certificates into school the following Monday and were so proud to have their achievements acknowledged by their school Head Teacher.
 
I was very honoured once again to be invited, as a guest non-competitor, to share my love of singing as I performed the very beautiful 'Zai na yao yuan de di fang 在那遥远的地方' - In the Faraway Place. I am very fortunate to have been influenced by some wonderful music teachers throughout my life. It is with this excellent training and grounding that I feel able and therefore thrilled to be encouraged and given the opportunity to explore something of the beauty of some Chinese Classics. It seems my youngest daughter Sarah also has a passion for singing and was not fazed as she too stood on the stage and sang Xiong Mao Mi Mi completely by herself. As she came off the stage she turned to me with a beaming smile and said 'I enjoyed that' - that speaks volumes for me!
We really enjoyed the day and found each year it runs more smoothly – we knew when the girls were due on and it ran very close to timetable – well done!

The girls were happy to perform – one more so than the other. For our less bold daughter this opportunity is a great way for her to build up her self confidence.

It gives our whole family an interest and pride in the Chinese language and we are delighted to be able to participate and feel so included. 
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